Bad Godesberg

Suburbs don’t come much leafier than Bad Godesberg, the &dmmb chosen by the
Deutscher Go Bund for this year’'s European Go Congrespldyed in the
Stadthalle, a modern building in the middle of a lg\grleen park. The main
pedestrianised shopping area began 200 metres away, anchetiglavalk took you
to the Rhine.

Overlooking the town was Bad Godesburg, (watch the sgglé ruined castle on a
hill. There was a good view up there, and a very pricstaueant, where my good
friend Geoff Kaniuk spent 7 euros on a bottle of waterfyLeaburbs don’t come
cheap, and hotels were on the pricey side. If you wegpgeyhto come in every day by
bus there was cheap hostel accommodation availallee kevenings you could visit
three pubs that that had been equipped with go sets; toowe A good way to
spend the evenings when you weren’t involved in any side vent

Organisation was on the whole well up to expected Gertaadards. Stronger
players played in a few smaller rooms, but most of eiewn the main hall with
getting on for two hundred tables. The rounds started on tinagh there was the
usual crush to read the tiny printing on the pairing listshatkall the usual side
events; 9x9, 13x13, blitz, and various less familiar evaunts as Midnight Madness:
a tournament in the small hours. A goodly range of geimals was available for
simultaneous displays, lectures, and game analysisulivant more details about all
this, visit http://www.egc2012.eu/

This year there were over 20 of us Brits, which soun@sasonable attendance
compared with the small numbers of us that there haga At some recent European
congresses. But it doesn’'t sound so good when you compaagtenatance with that
of other countries. Finland, for example, with lessitAdenth Britain’s population,
had more players attending. | don’t know what is th@ager to the problem of stay-at-
home Brits. If more of us were willing to travel we tmidhave a few more 5- and 6-
dans.

We were all issued witiombi tickets. You could use all the public transport in the
Bonn area for free, but needed to be ready to showpamsport. Buses, trains and U-
Bahn had no gates; you just got on and were trusted to heketa No one ever
challenged me. It was a short ride to Bonn. Becaus®m B@s the state capital of
Western Germany before reunification, it boasts marseums and galleries than
you would expect in what is only a medium sized townsd &bok the chance to
revisit Konigswinter on the other side of the Rhine, dibe of the 1979 European
Congress.

One of the off-day excursions was a boat trip to theeleorock. Price 85 euros. |
preferred to pay just 10 euros for a boat trip to Linz. Ndhmettone; a charming little
mediaeval town a couple of hours (and one back) up the Rbmthe way we passed
Remagen, site of the famous bridge which first took USpgato Nazi Germany. |
was surprised to find no bridge there now; just a ferrg Bitdge abutments are still
there; one is now a peace museum, and the othemaodegscal station, of all things.



| did appallingly badly in the main tournament, but Hae&l positive of two excellent
sessions with Catalin Taranu, the Romanian 6p playerisvdirst class teacher. He
always seems to have a smile on his face, and doeshishwmour moves, just points
out better ones.

As always, on the final evening we had the song pargnadid by about 20 singers,
and lasting three hours. | am expected to produce a new@uaihgse occasions, and
it a appears below.

| always enjoy German events, and this was no excegidine location, good
weather, good organisation; all | would have liked was a fenem
wins!



European Go Congress Song 2012

Bad Go
Francis Foads . Traditional Garman wale ume
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1. Bad go, bad go, is what we play, We play it all day a5 long as we may,
2 Bad Go-. Bad Go. Bad Go- - des-berp, Its wheewe all are from near and from jfar,
3Byw-w - mi mes =z 1= - thersomange, They don't fall with - in the Ing clock's ramge,
4 To rake a board owt - side to  play, A -ish de - pp - it you have fo  pa.
5. When drink - ing  beer is your in - tent Fe-mem-ber the bot - tfe's oo - Iy lemr
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Bad po, bad po, iz what we play, We play it as lmg 35 we may
Bad Go- Bad Go Bad Go - des-barg Fe're ail herefrom near and from far
S0 ln - fr they were m - ar-ramged Mot e- viyv-one koew thev'd been chomped
Re - mam - ber whaen Jour sone Jouve plyved To  get thir-ff eu-ros me- pad
A bor - tles pot guite like a sef, Fif-fy cemts i35 all yom wil get

. When I have dirmer, you bet your shirt 7. The river trip was f&r fom cheap,
That first comes the mam course, then dessent. At 85 euros, Tather steep.
When Mie Wei Ping zives birthday cake, We took our own trip down the Rhine,
Diessent is the frst course we take. A ten enro fare sesmed just fine.

8. A couple of hours, and we resched Linz,
Mo, mot that one, don't make me wince.
The Danube Ling 15 far away,

Yon'll not get there in just a day.

Fepeat verses 1 and 2.
Totes:

Apparently the official BGF byo-vonn rmiles were such thet it was mmpossible to programme an Ing
{electronic) clock to observe them. Bacamse of this the time rules had to be sltered, but not all
players were aware of the alterstion, which led to some bad feeling.

The arganisers were guite reasansbly determined to keep track of all their equipment. You had
to pay a 30 euro deposit to take 3 go set outside, which contrasted rather stronghy with the
50 cents that you 2ot back on beer (and other) bottles at the food bar.

During the congress professionsl player Mie Wi Ping's $0th birthday was celebrated, even thouzh
it was not acmally due untl 17th Augnst. We were all issued with 3 slice of cake, of the sort which



